
Code Excerpt – Transient Merchant   
 

Chapter 12 – Businesses and Business Licensing 
 

Article I. Licenses  
 
Sec. 12-1. License required. 
No person shall engage or be engaged in the operation, conduct or carrying on of any trade, 
profession, business or privilege for which any license is required by any provision of either this 
code or of state law without first obtaining a license from the city in the manner provided for in this 
article. Unless stated otherwise, such license is required for each activity detailed in this chapter. 
 
Sec. 12-2. Multiple businesses. 
The granting of a license or permit to any person operating, conducting or carrying on any trade, 
profession, business or privilege which contains within itself, or is composed of, trades, 
professions, businesses or privileges which are required by this code to be licensed, shall not 
relieve the person to whom such license or permit is granted from the necessity of securing 
individual licenses or permits for each such trade, profession, business or privilege. 
 
Sec. 12-3. State-licensed businesses. 
The fact that a license or permit has been granted to any person by the state to engage in the 
operation, conduct or carrying on of any trade, profession, business or privilege shall not exempt 
such person from the necessity of securing a license from the city if such license is required by this 
chapter. 
 
Sec. 12-4. License year; short-term options. 

(a) Unless otherwise provided in this code, all licenses shall be issued for a term of one year, 
commencing on the first day of the month in which the license is originally issued. 

(b) The city clerk may issue short-term or seasonal licenses for certain business activities for a 
set period and at a prorated fee. Such licenses, time periods and fees shall be established 
by resolution of the city commission. 

 
Sec. 12-5. Conditions for issuance. 
No license or permit required by this code shall be issued to any person who is required to first 
have a license or permit from the state until such person shall submit evidence of such state 
license or permit. No license shall be granted to any applicant therefor until such applicant has 
complied with all of the provisions of this code applicable to the trade, profession, business or 
privilege for which application for license is made. 
 
Sec. 12-6. Where certification required. 
No license shall be granted where the certification of any officer of the city is required prior to the 
issuance thereof, until such certification is made. 
 
Sec. 12-7. Certification from outside entities. 
In all cases where the certification of a state or county officer is required prior to the issuance of a 
license by the city clerk, no license shall be issued until such person shall submit evidence of such 
certification. 
 



Sec. 12-8. Fees. 
Any fees required for any license issued under this chapter shall be established by resolution of the 
city commission and shall be paid to the office of the city clerk at the time of application. Review 
and processing of applications will not begin prior to payment. 
 

Sec. 12-9. License renewals.  
Unless otherwise provided in this code, an application for renewal of a license shall be considered 
in the same manner as an original application. However, completed applications, and associated 
fees, for license renewal shall be submitted to the office of the city clerk at least 30 days prior to 
the expiration of the existing license. Applications for renewal submitted after the established 
deadline but before expiration may be subject to an additional late renewal fee as set forth by 
resolution of the city commission. 
 

Sec. 12-10. Right to issuance. 
If the application for any license meets the requirements of this code, said license shall be granted 
and shall serve as confirmation that the application has met all requirements. 
 

Sec. 12-11. Insurance. 
No license shall be issued under this chapter until the applicant is insured in a manner and amount 
acceptable to the city attorney. Proof of the required insurance shall be provided to the office of the 
city clerk prior to the granting of said license. 
 
Sec. 12-12. Same - Exempt persons. 
No license fee shall be required from any person exempt from such fee by state or federal law. 
Such persons shall comply with all other provisions of this chapter. The city clerk shall, in all such 
cases, issue to such persons licenses which are clearly marked as to said exemption and the 
reason therefor. 
 
Sec. 12-13. Exhibition of license. 
No licensee shall fail to carry any license issued in accordance with the provisions of this article 
upon his person at all times when engaged in the operation, conduct or carrying on of any trade, 
profession, business or privilege for which the license was granted; except that where such trade, 
profession, business or privilege is operated, conducted or carried on at a fixed place or 
establishment, said license shall be exhibited at all times in some conspicuous place in his place 
of business. Every licensee shall produce his license for examination when requested to do so by 
any city law enforcement officer or by any person representing the issuing authority. No person 
shall display any expired or otherwise invalid license. 
 
Sec. 12-14. No representation of endorsement. 
Under no circumstances shall an individual represent the granting of a license under this chapter 
as an endorsement by the city. 
 
Sec. 12-15. Non-transferability. 
No license issued under the provisions of this chapter shall be transferable. No shall transfer or 
attempt to transfer his license to another nor shall he make any improper use of the same. Any 
attempt by a licensee to transfer his license to another, or use the same improperly, shall be void 
and result in the automatic revocation of such license. 
 
Sec. 12-16:12-19. Reserved.  



Article II. Application 
 
Sec. 12-20. Application required. 
Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, every person required to obtain a license from the city to 
engage in the operation, conduct or carrying on of any trade, profession, business or privilege shall 
make application for said license to the city clerk upon forms provided by the city clerk and shall 
state under oath or affirmation such facts as may be required for, or applicable to, the granting of 
such license. 
 
Sec. 12-21. Administrative review. 

(a) An application for a license issued pursuant to this chapter shall be reviewed as follows, 
and shall not be issued until the office of the city clerk has received confirmation that the 
application has satisfied all requirements: 

(1) The city police chief or designee shall investigate the applicant as necessary to 
satisfy himself that there are no outstanding criminal charges against the applicant 
and that the business to be conducted is not intended to cheat or defraud the 
public. 

(2) The city treasurer or designee shall determine if the applicant owes to the city any 
taxes or other default, and if no such default exists, shall so indicate his findings. A 
license shall not be issued where default is reported. 

(3) The city planner or zoning official shall determine if the application is in compliance 
with the regulations of the City of Marquette Land Development Code, Chapter 54 
of the City Code. A license shall not be issued where noncompliance issues exist. 

(4) The fire chief or designee shall make a determination as to the habitability and 
safety of the structure and property to be used for such business, and shall verify 
the safety and legality of all fireworks sales. In all cases where the certification of 
the fire chief is required prior to the issuance of any license, such certification shall 
be based upon an actual inspection and a finding that the premises in which the 
person making application for such license proposes to conduct or is conducting 
the trade, profession, business or privilege comply with all the fire regulations of the 
state and of the city. 

(5) Additional reviews as otherwise required by this chapter. 
 

Sec. 12-22. Application requirements. 
(a) Each application for a license issued pursuant to this chapter shall include:  

(1) Name, address and contact information for the applicant. 
(2) Name, address, contact information and copy of current government-issued 

identification for the owner or manager of the business. 
(3) Any additional information as required by this chapter or by the city clerk. 

 
Sec. 12-23. Online application and payment. 
Application submissions and fee payments for licenses required by this chapter may be made 
electronically in a manner prescribed by the city clerk. 
 
Sec. 12-24:12-27. Reserved. 
 

 



Division II. Transient Merchants 
Sec. 12-69. Definitions. 

(a) For the purposes of this chapter, the term “transient merchant” shall mean any of the 
following: 

(1) Any person who offers goods, property or services for sale in the streets, highways, 
thoroughfares or public rights-of-way of the City. 

(2) Any person who travels from place to place for the purpose of displaying, selling, 
making sales, offering for sale or leasing with the option to buy, at retail, any goods, 
property or services. Also any person who travels by foot, vehicle, wagon, cart or 
any other means of conveyance whatsoever displaying, selling, offering for sale, 
taking orders for sale, or leasing with the option to buy, at retail, any goods, property 
or service. 

(3) Any person who travels from place to place and offers for sale, takes orders for or 
attempts to take orders for the retail sale of any goods, personal property or service 
whatsoever for future delivery. Also any person who, while on a public street or 
while in a public place, offers for sale, takes orders for or attempts to take orders for 
the retail sale of any goods, personal property or service whatsoever for future 
delivery. 

(4) Any person who sells, offers for sale, exhibits, displays, demonstrates or takes 
orders for the retail sale of any personal property or service whatsoever from any 
vehicle, conveyance, stand or temporary structure. Also any person who for a 
period of less than six months hires, leases, rents, occupies or uses any place or 
places within the City, whether in a building or not, for the purpose of exhibiting 
samples or for the purpose of taking orders for future delivery or both. 

(5) A person licensed as a mobile food vendor is not considered a transient merchant 
for the purposes of this division. 

(b) Traveling from place to place means progressing from one street address to another street 
address and not returning within a 2-hours period to any such address to solicit or peddle.  

 

Sec. 12-70. License required. 
No person shall operate as a transient merchant within the city without first obtaining a license 
pursuant to the requirements of this chapter. 
 

Sec. 12-71. Practices prohibited. 
No transient merchant shall shout or cry out his goods or merchandise, nor blow any horns, or use 
any other similar device to attract the attention of the public. 
 

Sec. 12-72. Group event licensing. 
(a) For an organized event scheduled to be held on one or more dates at which more than three 

transient merchants will be operating simultaneously in a single location, the organization 
sponsoring such event may obtain a group license which shall apply to all transient 
merchants at that event. 

(1) The organization shall file an application with the city clerk as detailed in Article II. 
(2) The organization shall pay the same license fee that applies to a single transient 

merchant license. 
 
Sec. 12-73. Exemptions. 

(a) The following shall be exempt from the licensing requirements of this division, but shall be 
subject to the other provisions hereof: 



(1) Any person under eighteen (18) years of age, when engaged in the business of being 
a transient merchant on foot in the neighborhood of his or her residence under the 
direct supervision of any school or recognized charitable organization or religious 
organization. 

(2) Any person exempt from the licensing requirements of this Chapter by virtue of 
State or Federal law. 

(3) Any person who is the duly authorized representative or agent of any church, 
charitable or labor organization, education or fraternal organization, or of any 
political group seeking funds or membership or contacting members or electors. 

(4) Any transient merchant engaging in business solely at a City-operated event or in 
association with an event authorized by a City of Marquette Special Events Permit, 
provided that all transactions are conducted solely within the confines of said 
events and that the rules and regulations of the event are observed. 

 
Sec. 12-74:12-77. Reserved. 


